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Sed hic Stylus haud petet ultro 
Quemquam animantem, et me veluti cuſtodiet enſis 
Vagina tutu 


Tn E following Memorial and Correſpondence are deſigned 
for the peruſal of thoſe friends only whoſe eſteem I value, and am 
conſequently ſolicitous to preſerve. No one part of the contents 
is ſubmitted to their conſideration, from motives of pique, diſguſt, 
or jealouſy. 


TI am anxious to account to the ſmall, but reſpectable circle of 
perſons who have honoured me with their acquaintance and 
friendſhip, for the ſeeming precipitancy of my determination in 
quitting the militia: and I am alſo defirous of ſhewing, that 
when the flame of the moſt critical Conteft in which Great Britain 
has ever been engaged, was rekindled by the failure of oux nego- 
ciations at Liſle, I was equally prompt in ſeeking for employment. 


I have, only to add, that ſhould the Memorial and Correſpon- 
dence exceed the limits of their propoſed circulation, the fault 
will not be mine. 


CC 
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS FIELD MaRSHA II 
| THE 
4 DUKE OF YORK,” 


COMMANDER IN CHIEF or HIS MAJESTY'S FORCES, 
Sc. Sc. Sc. | ; 


THE HUMBLE MEMORIAL 


Of the underfigned ChaRLES JAMES, late Captain of a Company in the 
North York Militia, 


MOST HUMBLY SHEWETH ; 


; Trar your Memorialiſt . to the beſt of his 
ability, uniformly endeavoured to anſwer the calls of his ſituation during 
the whole of the preſent War, until the late renewal of a Negociation for 
Peace, and not being conſcious of having deviated from his duty in the 
minuteſt point, . begs leave to approach Your RoyraL HicHNess with 
ſentiments of the pureſt Zeal and ſteadfaſt Loyalty for His MAJESTY's 
Crown and Government. 

That your Memorialiſt, regretting the recent circumſlances which had ſo 
far operated upon his feelings as to have iaduced him to leave the North 
York Regiment at this critical juncture, has the preſumption to hope, that 

is motive for ſubmitting a brief ſtatement of thoſe circumſtances will not 
be viewed by Your Royal HiGHNEss in an unfavourable light; being 
no other than a ſincere and honeſt ſolicitude, that, however inſignificant the 
ltuation of your Memorialiſt may be, the impreſſion which ſhall reſult 
from his reſignation, will correſpond with the purity of his intentions, and 
demonſtrate to Your RoyYaL HiGcHNess, that not levity nor caprice, nor 
leſs defenſible ſentiments have influenced his determination. 

That your memorialiſt begs leave to ſtate to Your RoyaL Hicuness, 
with the teſt deference and reſpect, that the Second Majority in the 
North York Regiment of Militia having become vacant, in conſequence of 
the Earl of Fauconberg's reſignation of the Colonelcy, the Captains na- 
turally expected to obtain promotion, according to the dates of their ſeveral 
Commiſſions. They looked for this courſe of juſtice with the greater ſe- 
curity, becauſe the Lord Lieutenant of the Riding had poſitively written, 
that if the Second Majority. awere continued, the appointment ſhould moſt 
certainly go in the regiment. Aware that it was one of the leading prin- 
ciples in the Militia of Great Britain to give the preference, on occafions of 
this ſort, to perſons of marked rank and property, and knowing, that the 
Honourable Lawrence Dundas was a caſe in point among themſelves, ſome 
of the ſenior captains intimated, not only a willingneſs, but a wih, that 
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the vacancy in queſtion might be filled py the Marquis of Carmarthen, 
by 


who was then a captain in the regiment, had diſcovered a predilection 
to the ſervice. This offer was over · ruled by that nobleman's reſignation; 
and it remained undetermined, whether the battalion, which was notoriouſſj 
defeRtive, ſhould be completed to its proper eſtabliſhment by incorporating 
the two additional companies, and the neceſſity for a Second Major of 
courle be ſuperſeded—as had been the caſe in other Militia corps—or whe. 
ther the promotion ſhould take place, in conformity with, or in oppoſition 
to the declared wiſhes of the majority of the captains. Left however any 
informality ſhould be attached to thoſe -gentlemen, or any un-officer-like 
conduft be conſtrued from a preſumed cabal, contrary.to good order and 
diſcipline, your Memorialift humbly begs leave further to ſtate, that he 
communicated their ſentiments to Colonel Lord Dundas upon the general 
2 in Colcheſter Barracks, and received for anſwer, that no arrangement 
had taken place on that head, as Your RoYaL HiGHNness had not yet de- 
termined with re to the diſpoſition of the two additional companies, 
commonly called Light-armed Markſmen ; that your Memorialiſt, in order 
to obviate every poſſible miſapprehenſion, which might ariſe from the loole. 
nels of converlation, did requeſt of Major Colling, to communicate to Co- 
lonel Lord Dundas the aforeſaid ſentiments of ſome of the ſenior Captains, 
particularly thoſe which related to Lord Carmarthen. 
That your Memorialiſt begs leave further to ſtate, that one month had 
ſcarcely elapſed, when, to the inexpreſſible ſurpriſe of the Majority of the 
Captains, and indeed of the Regiment in general, Mr, George Dawſon, 
rmerly Lieutenant in the QUetN's or Second Regiment of Foot, ſubſe- 
quently of the Second Weſt York Militia, and ſome little time back, 
youngeſt Captain in the North York, from which corps he had retired during 
its March from Tynemouth Barracks in Northumberland, in June, 1796, 
was reintroduced, and appointed Second Major over the heads of all the 
Captains, &c. &.; the ſenior of whom has been thirty years in the Re. 
' giment, is duly qualified according to the ſtrict letter of the Law, and is a 
orth Countryman by birth and connexion. That your Memorialiſt, well 
recollecting the contents of a letter,“ which Your RoyraL Hichness had 
condeſcended to give directions ſhould be tranſmitted to him, in anſwer to 
an application on the ſcore of Militia Rank in Brigade, and taking a com- 
parative view of the direct aſſurance of the Lord Lieutenant of the Riding, 
with regard to the caſe in queſtion, could not refrain from expreſſing his 
aſtoniſhment at hearing, that Mr. Dawſon was appointed, under the poſitive 
wiſh and direction of Your ROYAL Hicyness. The degree of afto- 
niſhment was not a little raiſed, when your Memorialift referred to the 
followi paſlage, iv one of Colonel Lord Dundas's letters, relative to Mi- 
litia Rack + % You have miſtaken the thing; the Commander in Chief has 
nothing to do with your rank ; the King cannot give Militia Rank.” 
It is with the moſt unfeigned reluctance, yet with the greateſt reliance 
upon the candour and liberality, which have ſo conſpicuouſly marked the whole 
tenour of Your Royal Hicuxkss's conduct, towards every component 
art of the Britiſh Army, that your Memorialiſt has taken the liberty to 
ubmit theſe particulars in juſtification of his own conduct, and further to 
ſtate, that having at all times endeavoured, to the full extent of his abi- 
lities, to acquire a due knowledge of the ſeveral duties in 3 life, he 
felt, in common with the reſt of his brother Captains above alluded to, 3 
degradation upon the moſt ordinary ground of capability. On every other 
ſcore, and within every other proviſion of the legiſlature, they, as well as 
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your Memorialiſt, were equally competent; fince the ſame qualification, 
real or fictitious, conſtitutes the ability of every individual, to hold a com- 
pany, or to be Major in the Militia.“ 

1 hat your Memorialiſt, feeling himſelf incapable of continuing to ſerve, 
not from age or bodily infirmities, but from the diſheartening circumſtance of 
imputed igrſorance in the appointment above ſtated, did fo far yield to the 
impulſe of his own conviction, as to retire from a ſituation which he could 
no longer fill with the zeal he ought, nor with the comfort he had before 
experienced. + | | | 
© That your Memorialiſt notwithſtanding, moſt humbly begs, that Your 
| WH Royar Hicnness will conſider him ready and willing to come forward 
at all times, and under all circumſtances, to afford perſonal ſervice, in de- 
fence of the Conſtitution, with ſentiments of the unequivocal Attach-- 
ment to His MAJESTY's Crown and Government : alſo that Your 
ROYAL HIGHNEsS will be graciouſly pleaſed to take the. ſpecified motives 
into your candid reflection, and to acquit him of any unqualified diſguſt 
to the Service, which might be conſtrued from that act; | 


And your Memorialift will ever pray. 
CHARLES JAMES, 


October the 10th, 1797. Late Captain North York Regiment. 
17, Woodſtock Street, Bond Street. | 
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See Militia Act, 26th of the King. 
+ See page 9, Letter 9, Auguſt 1/t, 1797. 
See page 10, Letter 11, 10th Auguſt, 1797. 
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I, 
| London, 1 5th of March, 1793. 


I HAD the honor to receive your letter of the 9th inſtant ; 1 
muſt own that I am rather of opinion that it will be proper for you to quit the 
regiment you are in at ak, before you are gazetted for the North 
Vork. However, no time will be loſt in taking that ſtep, for Lord Fav. 
conberg was with me about an hour ago, and informed me, that he met 
to ſend his recommendation of you, for a lieutenancy, to the Secretary o 
State immediately, I am afraid that it is impoſſible to comply with you: 
idea, of being gazetted in the preſent inſtance as eaptain, the eſtabliſhmer: 
of the regiment being complete, but there can be no jealouſy upon cu 
promotion in the regiment, as none of the ſubalterns are qualified. 

| (Signed) DUNDAS, 


SIR, 


\ 


Captain James, 
Weſt Middleſex Regiment, 
Rocheſter. 


N. B. This letter requires ſome explanation, When I was applied t 
by Lord Dundas, - einen Captain Coffin, who had formerly been lievtens 
to the company I held in the Weſt Middleſex Regiment, while we lay 
Goſport, I particularly wiſhed his Lordſhip to underſtand, that I con, 
not think of obtruding myſelf into the North York with the ultimate pro 
pet, it not the immediate offer of a company upon the eſtabliſhment, with. 
out being firſt convinced, that my introduction would not create the mo! 
trifling murmur or jealouſy among the ſubalterns ; that I knew how I (hou! 
feel upon an occaſion of the ſort, and therefore I thought it was becoming 
in me to conſult the feelings of others; that with reſpect to qualification, 
the ſame objection exiſted againſt me, which he mentioned as affecting thei, 
Three of theſe gentlemen have ſince obtained companies upon the eftablilt- 
ment. Nor do I think, that occaſional deviations of this kind from 
ſtrift letter of the law are at all injurious to the ſervice, except where the 
are double commiſſions. N | | 


2. 


London, 18th of April, 179: 


I HAVE juſt received your letter of this day's date; het 
I mentioned to you my expectation of two companies being added to tit 
North York Regiment, I certainly did not inform you, that I had bet! 
particularly attentive to prevent their being upon the footing of the uſu: 
Additional Companies to Militia Regiments. 
The reſolution which I ſuggeſted, and which the General Meeting of 
North Riding of Yorkſhire have adopted, is as follows: Th 
© That 


% 
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« That One Hundred and Sixty Men be added and incorporated with the 
North Riding Battalion of Militia, to enable the Regiment to form two com- 
panies of Light Armed Mark ſmen to be attached to the Regiment.“ a 

You may perhaps think this is a diſtinction without a difference, 
but I will eafily explain to you, when we meet, the neceſſity of 
framing the reſolution in the above Terms; the two Captains who are added 
to the iment on this occaſion will certainly come in as youngeſt, but as 
vacancies happen, thoſe who come in or are promoted as Captains will always 
come in as youngeſt, and whoever are the two Junior Captains at the Peace 
will be reduced. Lord Fauconberg has juſt now been with me and deſires 
me to inform you, that he will immediately recommend you for a company, 
and I will endeavour to have you in next Saturday's Gazette, The Duke 
of York has put me under the directions of Colonel Perrin to get inſtrutions 
reſpecting the clothing, arms, accoutrements, exerciſe and manceuvres of 
this new ſpecies of Soldier; the ſooner you can come to Town, the better, 


becauſe I wiſh ſtudy together. - 
12 i Waka (Signed) DUNDAS, 
vl Meals | — 
Bromley. ; 


3» 
Arlington Street, 18th May, 1795. 
Dear Sik, 

I HAVE this moment the honour to receive your letter of 
yeſterday, you may make yourſelf perfectly eaſy reſpecting my having taken 
umbrage at what you ſay may have appeared inconſiſtency on your part—So 
much the contrary, that I have delayed for near a month giving in the names 
of the Officers, in hopes, that ſomething might turn out to obviate — 
difficulty and to prevent Captain Dawſon being Senior to you, if you ſhould at 
laſt accept the firſt of the two additional Companies, until a vacancy 
happened on the Eſtabliſhment of the Regiment. An idea came into my 
mind while I was at Brighton, that as the Regiment by the Augmentation 
will conſiſt of 910 Rank and File, we had a right to aſk for an additional 
Major, and my fon is willing to accept that rank without a „ 1 
have wrote to EN Fauconberg upon the ſubject. If he op this plan 
and the King conſents to the additional Major, there will be a company 
upon the Eſtabliſhment vacant for you, ſo that Dawſon will come in the 


youngeſt Captain. (Signed)  DUNDAS 
Captain James, | 
Weſt Middleſex Regiment, 
Lydd Camp, Romney, 


4 | 
London, Thurſday Morning 7 0 Cloct, 26th of May, 1795. 
I WAS detained in Town yeſterday, which occaſioned my 
receiving your letter of the 24th, by my laſt you will perceive that you are 


a ſenior Captain to Dawſon in the North York—You are perfectly welcome 
to Ten days or a Fortnights leave, at the ſame time the ſooner you join, the 


better, 
| (Signed) DUN DAS. 


Dear Six, 


Captain Fames * 
W eſt- 1 Regiment, 
Poſt Office, Rocheſter. 


y 
{ 

4 
4 
1 
1 
ö 


(3) 
$ 


* 


— 


Arlington Street, 284 of Auguſt, 1796, 


YOU have miſtaken the thing“ The Commander in Chief 
has nothing to do with your rank; The King cannot give Militia Rank— 
The «alteration we wiſh muſt be done by AR of Parliament—I ſhall fee you 


Das Jauns, 


(Signed). DUNDAS 
22 m_ l 4 
Calchefter Barracks. 
6. | 
| Horſe Guards, A 230, 1796. 
Lin, 


| IN anſwer to your Memorial, I am commanded by F. M. 
The Duke of York to requeſt, that you will be pleaſed to ſtate your Caſe 
through the commanding officer of the North York Militia to the Lord 
Lieutenant of the County of York; as His Royal Highneſs does not inter. 
fere in the Rank and Promotion of officers of the Militia. | 
MM . (Signed) ROBERT BROWNRIGG. 
North York Militia, 
Colchefler Barracks. 


7 | 
Cheltenham, 14th of June, 1797. 


My Dsgar Six, 
I SHOULD immediately have acknowledged very 
kind attention to me in your addreſs dated the 7th inſtant, if L had not 
been engaged in important buſineſs with gentlemen from Ireland. 

I ſhall ever regret being from my ill-ftate of health and a reaſon not to be 
overcome, in which you will agree when I have an opportunity of converſ- 
ing with you, reduced to the neceſſity of reſigning the command of the North 
York Militia, At the ſame time, I reflect with ſatisfaQtion, that my conduct 
has met with the approval of the Officers and the good will of the Men. 

The Lieutenancy of the Riding is too important a Truſt to relinquiſh; 
1 ſhall be happy in that Ration to prove my gratitude to the Regiment. 

The Requeſt you name to me of the three Elder Captains, that i Fromotion 
takes place, it ſhould go in the Corps, I ſhall firifly obſerve. | 

Conſcious of your good humour and readineſs tell my old friend Captain 
Grenſide that I — withheld my anſwer to his friendly addreſs from motives 
that I truſt in his opinion will prove becoming and judicious z as early as I am 
at liberty he ſhall hear from me, The Marquis of Carmarthen has every 
reaſon to be proud in the deference ſhewn him by the three Elder Captains. 

I have the pleaſure to be, with 
great eſteem, your faithful and ſincere friend, 
(Signed) FAUCONBERG. 


in James, N.Y.M. 
Barracks, Colcheſter. ; 
N. B. The idea of my being entitled to Brigade rank in the Militia did not originale 

' with myſelf. | 
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Culcbefler Barracks, Auguſt the 3, 2797, 


BEFORE Ienter into the immediate purport of this letter, allow 
me to expreſs my due acknowledgments for the great politeneſs which I 
experienced at your hands when you firſt did me the hunour to offer me a 
Company in the North York Regiment. . 

From ſome particular circumſtances which have occurred, eſpecially from 
one, I feel it incumbent on me to liſten ſo far to my feelings as to requeſt that 
ou will have the goodneſs to apply to H. R. H. F. M. Duke of Vork 
E two months leave of abſence that I may be enabled to get into ſome other 
military fituation, ſhould the War continue. General Sir William Howe will 
not, I truſt, throw any obſtacle in the way of this application, as I make it 
with the greateſt deference through his medium, 

I beg leave to add, that I have been Captain of a Company fince the year 
1788, and that I have uniformly attended to the duties of that ſituation 
turfg the preſent War, In quitting my appointment, ſhould I ſucceed to 

uring the above mentioned period, I ſhall feel much t. nor 
ſhall I be inſenfible to your former attention and parti — my behalf. 
(Signed) CHARLES JAMES, 
Right Honourable | | Captain N. Y. Regiment, 


My Lox, | 


Colonel Lord Dundas, 
Barracks, Colcbefter, 


9. 2 


Wivenhoe, 2d of Auguſt, 1797. 
x My Dear Lonp, 
| 1 RETURN Captain James's letter, and am ſorry to add his 
y zpplication therein ſtated for two. months leave of abſence, does not meet 
tt my approbation, when the preſence of every officer is ſo necefſary with their 
1 Corps; and therefore hope he will not puſh his requiſition 
de urther. | 
1 I am not at liberty to enter into a diſcuſhon upon his reaſons for making 
th the requeſt, as he has not ſufficiently explained them ; but were I allowed to 
& conjeture, it would ſeem to me he grounds his application upon the pro- 


motion of Mr. George Dawſon to your Second Majority; in that caſe I 
n; ſhould ſay, the ſueceſſions in the Militia being totally diſſimilar to thoſe 
n the Army, there is no foundation for grievance in that tranſaction. 


190 i (Signed) WM. HOWE, 
| Colonel | 

ain The Right Honourable Lord Dundas. 

ves 

am | 

ery 10. 


Colebefter Barracks, 3d of Auguſt, 1797. 


g I TAKE the liberty to requeſt you will have the goodneſs to 
nform me upon what ſpecific conditions I can obtain a few days leave of 
abfence Þ It 1 neceſſary to add, that when I quitted the Weſt Middleſex 
egiment, my reſignation was dated poſterior to my departure. I have 
teceived ſubſiſtence up to the 2 5th inſtant, and it is my intention to relin- 
quſk my preſent ſituation on that day, I preſume Sir William Howe will 
g not 


My Loxd, 


inalt 
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not object to my availing myſelf of the intermediate period for the purpoſet 
already ſtated in a — application. I ſhall then, for my own fathafarkion 
as well as for your Lordſhip's government, take the regular mode of quitting 
a Militia Regiment. | "INE 
I repeat my regret at being driven to this neceſſity, and I hope you will do 
me the honour to believe, that nothing but a conſciouſneſs of acting as I 
ought, would have induced me to give ſo much trouble on the occaſion. | 
b 3 | (Signed) Ae JAMES. | 
Honour / | Captain N. V. Regiment, 
onel Lord Dundas, LO > 


Barracks, Colcheſter. 


N. B. On .my perfſting in my original reſolution, I was informed by 
Calonel Lord as, that leave of abſence might be obtained for me, (but by 
no means to the extent I had aſked,) provided I gave in my reſignation 


' previous to my ure from Barracks. To this nge condition I moſt 
= readily ag . I further obſerved, that as my requeſt for Two Months 
| leave of abſence went merely to the acquiſition of ſufficient time to enable me 


to get into ſome other Regiment, and by that means not to have a break in ny 
ſervice during the war, I would moſt cheerfully ceaſe to receive ſubſiſtence, 
or to be borne upon the eſtabliſhment in a pecuniary light, from the moment 
I ſhould leave the Barrack Gate ; but as I was determined to quit the North 
York, that I ſhould hope Ten or Fourteen days might be granted, elpe- 
cially as the leaves of other officers were at that very time prolonged. [ 
expreſſed conſiderable ſurprize at the ſtated condition; obſerving, that a 
my retirement from the regiment was my own ſole Af and Deed, ther: 
could be little doubt of my reſigning at the expiration of my leave. Thi: 
circumſtance induced me to write the foregoing letter; to which I received 
various oral explanations that finally determined me to wait upon Sit 
William Howe at Wivenhoe, with my Reſignation ready written. It would 
be ſuperfluous to make any further comment upon the extraordinary terms 
which were till annexed to the indulgence I obtained from that Gentleman. 
His behaviour however was perfectly polite, and did not appear todeviate fron 
that openneſs of character which has generally marked his progreſs through 
life; nevertheleſs, the whole buſineſs, taken together, was myſterious. 


— 
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Copy of a Leiter written to Henry Howard, Ei. Captain in the Firf 
Weſt York Militia, on the ſuppoſed continuance of Hoſtilities, and ny 
conſequent readineſs to ſerve. 
| Auguſt the 10th, 1797. 
17, Woodſtock Street, Bond Streit. 
: II. 

Sin, . 
A VERY N occurrence, in which I am confident you 
will perfectly agree with me that ſome diſreſpect and inattention have been 
ſhewn to my brother captains and to myſelf, having reduced mg to the re- 
ceſſity of quitting the North York Regiment, I know no Corps to whict 

{ tee) more ambitious of being attached than to the Firſt Welt York. 

The peculiar circumſtances which haye induced me to relinquiſh my 
htuation at Colcheſter, grow entirely out of my own feelings 3 and when | 
hall have made you acquainted with the ſingular one by which almoſt ever) 
other captain in the Regiment is ſenſibly hurt, in common with my ſelf, | 
make no doubt but you will allow the propriety of my reſignation. 
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When I. was invited into the North York by Lord Dundas, I ſtood eldeſt 
Captain but one of the Weſt Middleſex Militia, You may recolle& to have 
ſeen me at Whitly Camp in Northumberland, which place I left in 1795 
to join the Earl of Moira at Southampton, and to which I returned again 
in the latter part of the ſame year, when that Nobleman reſigned. * 

I ſhall now briefly tate the particular tranſaction which has taken place, 
together with the introduction of a gentleman to be ſecond Major who was 
my Junigr, and who left the Regiment in 1796 during our march to Col- 
cheſter Barracks, / 

Lord Dundas having obtained the command of the Regiment in the 
room of the Earl of Fauconberg, and his ſon Mr. L. Dundas _—_— 
pointed Lieutenant Colonel, with the previous conſent of Major » 
the ſecond Majority became vacant of courſe. On account of the great 
deficiency in the Battalion, it was firſt ſuggeſted, that the Shooters or 
Light Armed Markſmen, who were additional levies, ſhould be drafted 
into the old Eſtabliſhment, and the neceſſity for a Second Major be conſe- 
quently obviated. This meaſure could have been adopted with the greater 
facility, ſince the Reſignations which occurred at the time had not left one 
Supernumerary officer to be provided for. The ſaving which, in this 
— mult have accrued to the Publick, and the great advant which 
would neceſſarily follow to the Regiment at large, were confeſſedly allowed 
on all des, and for ſome time had weight with Lord Dundas, Contrary, 
however, to all expectation, we were laſt week ſurprized by the ſudden 
nomination of Mr, George Dawſon, who was formerly in the Second Weſt 
York, and had reſigned in ours while youngeſt Captain, as above ſtated. 
Leaving the other captains to feel and act for themſelves, I inſtantly made 
up my own mind; and requeſted leave of abſence for the purpoſe of attaching 
myſelf to ſome other Militia Corps or of entering into the Regulars, 
; ſhould the War continue. This indulgence was oppoſed by Lord Dun- 
das and Sir William Howe, both aſſiring me, that the appointment of 
Mr. Dawſon could not be conſidered as a grievance. My anſwer uniformly 
went to (ay, that as my brother captains and myſelf were as much entitled 
to be nominated to the ſecond Majority, in virtue of the Militia Act, as they 
could be to remain Captains of Companies, I was reduced to the neceſſity of 
inferring, that neither they nor mylelf were competent to the duties of the 
former ſituation ; that I had been Captain of a Company during nine Years, 
and had conſtantly attended to the Service through the whole of the pre- 
ſent War : that I felt uncomfortable, and would not continue to ſerve with 
a perpetual impreſſion of preſumed inability about me. In a perſonal inter- 
view which I finally had with Sir William Howe, I repeated the fame lan- 
guage, and after a correſpondence of four days, I obtained leave of abſence 
until the 25th of Auguſt, on which day I had previouſly dated my re- 
ſignation. Although it is confidently believed, that I ſhall alter my pre- 
ſent 33 and return hefore the expiration of that period, I ſtill feel 
myſelf ſo well grounded in my A reſolution, that I have taken the 
liberty to aſk whether an application to His Grace the Duke of Norfolk, 
oe political principles 2 for any vacant appointment in the 

irſt Weſt Vork to which he might think me adequate, would be attended 


with ſucceſs ? ; 

; | (Signed) CHARLES JAMES. 
Henry Howard, Eſq. 4 Captain N. T. Regiment. 
Captain Firft Nen York, 

Portſmouth. = 


Portſmouth 


(1248 ) 
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Poreſmouth, Auguſt 11th, 1797, 


Daa Six, | 

I RECEIVED communication this morning, and 
I loſe no time in ſtating to you freely what occurs to me on the ſubject. 
The Duke of Norfolk left this place on the 1ſt, and is now, I believe, either 
at Hereford or on his journey into Cumberland. I underſtand (but never 
having interfered in theſe matters cannot be certain of it) that application 
has deen made for the vacancy in our Regiment. Independent of this, 
I know from a circumſtance that has occurred, that the Duke conſiders 


in any IR might be conſtrued into interference, or create : 
i t 


Major of the iment. Sir Thomas was, however, appointed Lieu- 
_ tenant Colonel. Mr. Stan _— and made a noiſe — it, went, 

I believe, to the King, but the Duke inſiſted on his own right to follow his 
own judgment and nominate for Field Officers or other commiſſions whom. 
ſoever, having a legal qualification, he — the moſt proper for the 
ſtation, and thus the matter ended. You will agree with me that what 
you have ſtated would not, therefore, be a plea I could make uſe of with 
the Duke. But to bring it to what relates to myſelf, and I believe you are 
nearly in the ſame predicament ; having only a fictitious qualification for 
Yorkſhire, I have not the leaſt idea that IT could at any time under that cir- 
cumſtance, expect to be appointed Field Officer to any Militia Regiment 
of that County; the Duke, I am confident, would not name me on that 
account; and were I through his partiality ſo appointed, I ſhould think 
it right, for his ſake, to refuſe it. Such is really my opinion, and I do not 
ſee why you ſhould take it up or reſign on the 1 of Mr. Dawſon. 


) 


WY (Signed) HENRY HOWARD. 
17, 2 
13. 
Newburgh, 19th of Auguſt, 1797 


Dea Six. 

YOUR two letters of the 6th and 17th inſtant, I have peruſed 
with pleaſure and regret ; the former on account of the handſome and fatil- 
factory manner in which you repreſent my conduct: the latter, that you ſhould 
have experienced treatment of a Regimental nature, to induce you to with- 
——_ — — from wn e. eue 1 

experience I have had of your military knowledge, t i- 
neſs 5 40 at all times ſhew in a ſteady exertion of your => and your 
cheerfulneſs in ſociety render your reſignation, in my opinion, a very ſerious 
Joſs to the officers and men. 

I beg leave to ſay that the appointment of the Secofid Major was the preſent 


* Received at Dover en the 25th of Auguſt. 


Colonels 


yo 


Ca 
De 


( 3 ) | 
Colonel*s ſale Ad; that I could not interfere, Mr. Dawſon having ſerved in the 
Regi * when named to the Duke of York £ 
f the war continues, fortunate will be the i that you attach 
yourſelf to; my beſt wiſhes mult ever attend you. | 
(Signed) FAUCONBERG, 


n 
* 


Captain James. 
Dover, * 


14. 
Dover, Auguſt 25th, 1797. 


THE leave of abſence which I received from General Sir 
William Howe _—_ day, and my reſignation of the company I 
lately commanded in the North Yorkſhire Militia taking place in conformity 
to the conditions annexed to your application for that leave, I adopt the 
aclieſt moment to acquaint your Lordſhip, that I feel confirmed in the mo- 
tives which induced me to take that ſtep, and that I ſhall preſume accordingly 
upon the regular notification of the ſame to the Lord Lieutenant of the 
Riding. 


Mr Loxkd, 


„rler 


u I beg leave again to expreſs my regret at having been forced to-thi 

it, 1 and with the n every Se ſoldier in the Nort 

ils York may be comfortable and happy, I have the honour to be 

4 (Signed) CHARLES JAMES, 

the WH fight Honourable Late Captain N. V. Regiment, 

at Cone Lord Dundas, N. V. Regiment, 

— barracks, Colchefter. 

for 

iu 

ent 1 5 . 

hat p | 

ink 5 Dover, Auguſt 2 5th, 1797. 
t Ry | 

4 THE great candour and politeneſs which I experienced at 


b. an when I — the honor to be —_ at 3 Hon the _ ot 
ny Reſignation, entitle you to eve of acknow nt that a 
due nk of them can offer, My — of abſence expiring this day, I make 
ve of the opportunity to expreſs my regret at having been forced to withdraw 
nyſelf from the ſervice of the Country, when perhaps the exertions of the 
molt inſignificant individual may be deſirable. | 

| take the liberty to add, that among other circumſtances which conſti- 

Tit tute that regret, the particular one of loſing the advantages to be de- 

lived from ferving under you (ſhould hoſtilities continue and the frequent 


uſed itireats of the enemy at laſt be realized) will not be the leaſt m_ 
atiſ- rely much upon your affability and goodneſs to pardon the freedom of 
ould is letter ; and in full confidence, that you will attribute the ſame to an 
ith- Wnxiety to appear correR in your eyes, I have the honour to be 

| (Signed) CHARLES JAMES, 
adi- Wer. Sir William Howe, K. B. Late Captain N. V. Regiment. 
your Head Quarters, X 
os - Colcheſter, 


Woodflock 


| 5 | Woodſtock Street, 10th of Ofober, 1797. l 
n Rt a wt ſpe of 0 
at preſent appears litt of a termina. 
tion of hoſtilities with Frines and it arg ag 4 a duty in every Wl ” 
man who has received the public pay of the Country to remain ſtedfa( al 

in its defence, Is feel aukward under the circumſtances Which occaſioned my 

late reſignation in the North York Regiment of Militia. 

It is too much the practice of the times, my Lord, to attribute in. co 

12 motives to the beſt diſpoſed in matters of this fort. Conſcious that 

have neither been irregular nor informal, yet ſenfible at the ſame time 

that an unfavourable impreſſion might attach itſelf to the mind of li; 

Ro val HicHNness the Dux of York, who has ſo deſervedly conciliated 

tha good will and affection of the Army, I have judged it expedient and 

ary to ſend in a Memorial in juſtification of my conduct. 

% + Wiſhing to adhere as cloſe as poſſible to the open path which I pur. 

1} ſued previous to my departure from Barracks, I think it right, in affording 
this communication to ſay, that I have been obliged to have recourſe 0 or 
ſome written Documents to prove the propriety of my motives on that cc. Wil ;;; 

_ eahon. Theſe vouchers will moſt probably be tranſmitted to your Lordſhip 
in due time, and I ſhall be ready, with the reſpe& and deference, that [ | 


— = 


owe to your ſituation, to meet any explanation or enquiry which may be 
thought requiſite from the ſubje& matter of the Memorial. 
| (Signed) CHARLES JAMES, 7 
6 Right Honourable Late Captain N. V. Regiment, | 
| 2 Dundas, 
orth York Regiment, 
Colcheſter. 


17. 
Coleheſter, 11th of October, 1797. © 


„„ 

5 I HAVE juſt now received your letter of yeſterday, u © 
which you ſay, © you have judged it expedient and — to ſend Pu 
Memorial to the DoxE of York, in juſtification of your ua,” If ! 
am at all implicated in the buſineſs, you may be well aſſured that I ſhall be, 
all times, ready to meet any explanation or enquiry upon the ſubject. 

(Signed) DUNDAs. 

Charles James, Ef. 


17, Woodſtock Street, Bond Street. 
London. 


I 8. & 1 0 
. 17, Woodſtock Street, 1oth of October, 1797. con 
_ 1 


I SHALL feel myſelf particular. 1 by your early 
attention to the annexed Memorial, which you will have goodneſs to lay 
before His Royal Highneſs Field Marſhal the Duxs or York, when 

— ever you may think him ſufficiently at leiſure to look into the ſubject 
matter, Its ſize, which has been inſenſibly increaſed, by the variety o 


documents that I have thought neceſſary to ſubmit in confirmation gs 


( 15 y RY 


facts therein ſtated, will not, I am confident, be any material obſtacle to that 
liberal reception, of which His Royal Highneſs's mind is ſo conſpicuouſly ca- 
pable. I with to acquit myſelf of the moſt ſlender * r of im iety in 
quitting the ſervice at this critical juncture, and I make no doubt but you 
will readily account for my anxiety on that head, having to the beſt of my 
ability uniformly endeavoured to correſpond with the duties it * 

ES, 


Colonel Brownrigg COT C North Y kR 
or . 
deer to F. M. the Duke of York, &c. I * 
ſe-· Guards, Whitehall, 
19. 


Herſe Guards, 14th of Ofteber, 1797. - 


HAVING laid before the Doxz or Yorx your Memorial 
of the roth inſtant, I am commanded to acquaint you, that your explana- 
tion of the motives which induced you to quit the North York Regiment, 
n perfectly ſatisfaftory to His Roy ai HiGHNEss, who has not the 
doubt of your zeal, and your diſpoſition to prove it. 
: (Signed) ROBERT BROWNRIGG, 
Charles James, EV. (NT 


I, M nodftock Street, B Street. 


Lo 


20, 


St. Yamer's Place, December 23d, 1797. 


I HAVE the honor to ſend back to you the Copies of the 
Correſpondence, which you wiſhed I ſhould ſee, The peruſal of thoſe do- 
cuments has only confirmed the preſumption I ſhould otherwiſe have enter- 
tained 3 that the motives of your conduct had been conſonant to the ſtricteſt 
principles of zeal and honour, 


| (Signed) MOIRA, 
Charles James, Eſq. 
17, Woodflock Street, Bond Street. | 
21. 
: Donington, January the 11th, 1798. 
IR, 


YOUR propoſed application to the Duxe or York, marks 
in the moſt unequivocal manner your zeal, and cannot fail of meeting that 
conſtruction from the elevated mind of His Royal Highneſs. 


Charles James, 155 
11, Woodftack Street, Bond Street, 


To 


( 26 ) 


To 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS FIELD MARSHAL 


THE 


DUKE OF YORK, 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF HIS MAJESTY'S FORCE, 
Ec. &e. &c. 


THE MEMORIAL 


Of the underfigned CHARLES JAMES, late Captain of the North 2 
Militia, 
MOST HUMBLY SHEWETH 


Tnar without any other pretenſions to notice than 
thoſe of a real attachment to the Conftitution and Government of the Coun- 
try and a warm zeal for the Service, Your Memorialiſt humbly preſumes u 
approach Your Royal Highneſs, and to ſtate : 

That being anxious to obtain Footing in the Britiſh Army, and withi 
the ſpecified limits of Your Royal Highneſs's ſalutary Regulations gradual 
to obtain promotion, He takes the liberty to ſolicit an Enſigncy for that 

urpole. 
E Your Memorialift begs leave further to ſtate, that as the exertions of ever) 
individual may be of ule at this critical juncture, it is his intention to attact 
himſelf to ſome Regiment in this or the Siſter Kingdom during the intermedi 
ate period which he muſt neceſſarily fill in the above capacity of ſubalter 
unleſs your Royal Highneſs ſhould judge fit to diſpole of his ſervices in ſo 


other way. 
| And Your Memorialiſt will ever pray. 


20th of January, 1798. CHARLES JAMES. 
27, Woodflock St. Bond St. Late Captain North York Militia 
: Horſe Guards, 23d January, 1798 
IR, 


I HAVE laid the Memorial encloſed in your letter oft 

20th Inſtant before Field Marſhal the Duke of York, and am commanded t 

acquaint you, that it is not in His Royal Highneſs's power to comply wit 

your requeſt to have an Exſigney in the Line. 
| , 8 Signed) R. BROWNRIGG 
Charles James, Eſq. GL 


Late Captain N. V. Militia. 
17, Woodſtock Street, Bond Street. . Ne = 3 DJ 


J 


